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Educational and Social Facilities 

DAY DEPARTMENTS 

Architecture, Surveying & Building; Art; Chemistry & Biology; Commerce; 
Domestic Science; Engineering; Mathematics & Physics; Modern Languages; 
Photography & Kinematography; Preliminary Professional & Matriculation. 

The next term begins on September 18th, 1945. 

(Domestic Science September 24th). 

SECONDARY EDUCATION 

Secondary School for Boys; Craft Schools for Boys—Hairdressing, Motor Body 
& Commercial Vehicle Building, and Tailoring. 

EVENING CLASSES 

Architecture, Surveying & Building; Art; Chemistry; Commerce; Domestic 
Science; Electrical & Radio Engineering ; Hairdressing; Mathematics & Physics; 
Mechanical & Civil Engineering; Modern Languages; Motor Body & Commercial 
Vehicle Building; Photography; Preliminary Professional & Matriculation; 
Tailoring & Cutting. 

Session 1945-6 begins on September 24th. 

(Enrolment: September 17th to 19th, 6—8 p.m.) . 

Full particulars may be obtained from the Counter or on application to the 
Director of Education. 

SOCIAL & SPORTS CLUB .—The Polytechnic is one of the most attractive 
and successful clubs for young men and women in Great Britain. (It is not 
necessary to be a student in order to be eligible for membership.) 
Annual Subscription [subject to revision): Men, 10/6; Women, 7/6. (Regis
tration Fee, 1/-). Further particulars may be obtained from the Counter on 
application to the Secretary. 
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PEACE IN EUROPE 
Mr. Churchill, on Tuesday, 8th May, announced the cessation of hostilities in 

Europe to take effect officially at 12.1 a.m. on Wednesday, 9th May. 

His Majesty The King broadcast to his peoples at 9 p .m. on Tuesday, 8th May. 

We recalled His Majesty's broadcast on Sunday evening, 3rd September, 1939, 
" In this grave hour, perhaps the most fateful in our history," His Majesty said that 
we had been forced into a conflict to meet the challenge of a principle which, if it were 
to prevail, would be fatal to any civilised order in the world. It was the primitive 
doctrine that might is right. " For the sake of all that we ourselves hold dear and of 
the world's order and peace, it is unthinkable that we should refuse to meet the 
challenge." 

Now, after nearly six years of struggle, victory is ours. 

In his broadcast on VE Day, His Majesty said:— 

" We shall have failed, and the blood of our dearest will have flowed in 
vain, if the victory which they died to win does not lead to a lasting peace, 
founded on justice and good will . To that, then, let us turn our thoughts on 
this day of just triumph and proud sorrow; and then take up our work again, 
resolved as a people to do nothing unworthy of those who died for u s , and to 
make the world such a world as they would have desired for their children and 
for ours. This is the task to which now honour binds us . In the hour of danger 
we humbly committed our cause into the Hand of God, and He has been our 
Strength and Shield. Let us thank Him for His mercies, and in this hour of 
victory commit ourselves and our new task to the guidance of that same strong 
Hand." 
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In and Around the Poly. 
The End of the Tn this hour of rejoicing and thanksgiving 
War in Europe, we should like to take the opportunity of 

referring briefly to the part played by 
The Polytechnic, its members, students and staff in the 
national struggle. When it comes to be fully written the 
record of the Polytechnic during the war will indicate a very 
considerable contribution towards the war effort, with most 
of the members and ex-students, as well as many of the staff, 
serving with the Forces throughout the world, or engaged in 
some essential form of National Service. We shall look forward 
to their return to the Poly in the near future. Some, alas, will 
not return, and our deep sympathy, specially at this t ime, is 
extended to the bereaved and the suffering. 

Within the Polytechnic a full programme of work has been 
carried on, and several thousand sa i lors , soldiers and a irmen, 
as well as personnel of the w o m e n ' s serv ices , have been 
trained in special courses for Engineering, Modern Languages 
and Commercial. At times there were not less than 600 members 
of the Forces in full-time training. Side by side with these 
activities a large volume of educational work for s tudents , 
generally under 18, has been conducted. At the outbreak of 
war the junior schools were evacuated and for a time there was 
a complete cessation of other educational work. But the 
senior technical departments soon restarted and practically 
throughout the war there have been over 1,000 full-time 
students therein. Evening classes were resumed in 1943. 
For long periods, however, great difficulties were encountered 
and during the constant and prolonged air raids, teachers were 
obliged to give what instruction they could in overcrowded 
shelters in the Polytechnic buildings. 

The Insti tute has been extremely fortunate in escaping 
major damage to its bui ld ings . On a number of nights 
during air raids the Polytechnic was in the centre of a circle of 
blazing and devastated buildings, but providentially we were 
spared. We should like here to express our appreciation of 
the faithful and efficient work undertaken by all the staff, on 
fire guard duties for over four years. 

With so many of our members away, our very large peace
time social and athletic s ides have continued in skeleton 
form only. Many of the clubs were closed entirely, but the 
older and bigger clubs under the care and guidance of old 
members have continued to function with much success. 
Valuable work has been accomplished in the training of cadets 
and juniors in the various branches of sport. 

Although the Poly buildings in London escaped damage, the 
fates were against us on the Playing Fields at Chiswick. 
Altogether, in the various raids, seven high explosive bombs, 
as well as thousands of incendiary bombs, fell on the ground 
and buildings. In one raid the Boathousc was badly damaged 
the and Poly Rowing Club lost all its boats. 

A most important feature of our war activities has been the 
work of the War Comforts Section, under the direction of 
Miss Hamilton as Hon. Secretary. She and her band of 
faithful colleagues carried on right through the war, and neither 
air raids nor black-out damped their enthusiasm for their 
labour of love. They have earned the gratitude of the large 
body of serving members and have won the admiration of the 
whole Inst i tute . 

Our late President, Sir Kynaston Studd, arranged that 
during the war, Sunday services should be held on the first 
Sunday of each month. Throughout the usual winter sessions, 
regular meetings, including the Founder's Day Meeting, have 
accordingly been held. 

Mention should be made of the great assistance the Polytechnic 
lias given to Cadet Units and boys ' and g ir l s ' clubs and 
organisations. Training facilities have been provided at 
Chiswick under the guidance of old members of the Poly 
Harriers, and also in the Gymnasia and Swimming Bath at the 
Polytechnic. Youth Festival weeks, dramatic demonstrations, 
and dances for youth have been regular features of the war 
years, and the Polytechnic has also been the centre of many 
courses for the training of Youth Leaders. Throughout the 
war, Mr. C. McKenna, Secretary of The Polytechnic, has been 
Chairmn of the St. Marylebone Youth Committee. 

Final ly, we are grateful to have been able to issue the 
Magazine regularly each month despite increasing difficulties 
of obtaining material and labour. The issue of the Magazine 
without interruption has been much appreciated by the members 
in the Forces and those working away from London. 

<s- -3> O 

The Future. Our late President died in January 1944, and 
until the return of normal conditions makes it 

possible to appoint a successor, Lord Hailsham is acting as 
President and Chairman of the Governors. 

Mr. Douglas Humphrey resigned from the position of Director 
of Education in October 1944 on account of ill health. He had 
borne the brunt of the educational difficulties throughout the 
war. In his place Mr. J . C. Jones was appointed, and he is 
now busy tackling the formidable post-war problems and 
preparing schemes of work to be considered by the Governors 
and the Local Education Authority in connection with the 
new Education Ac t . 

Post-war reconstruction on the social and athletic side is 
also under consideration. The Governors, together with the 
Men's and Women's Councils, are meeting regularly, and a 
special Advisory Committee has been appointed to make re
commendations with regard to the Chiswick Ground and 
Boathousc. 

A Sunday Services Committee was recently appointed 
with the Rev. R. T . Newman as Chairman and Mr. J . Tucker 
as Secretary, to make arrangements for the forthcoming session. 

The Kynaston Studd Memorial Fund was inaugurated 
just over a year ago and has reached an amount of £35,000, 
including money actually received and promises made. A 
much more intensive effort will be necessary if we are to secure 
the substantial sum required to erect the building which is to 
complete the Gt. Portland Street Extension. We all fervently 
hope that we shall be in a position to go forward with this 
project in the not-too-distant future so that the Polytechnic 
will be able to cope with the huge demands for educational and 
social facilities, particularly from those who will shortly be 
demobilised from the Forces. 

<5> <•> <•> 

Department of 
Mathematics and Phys i c s . 

We are glad to hear that Michael 
Edward Ash, an old student of 
the Department, has been re

commended for an Exhibition in Mathematics (value /40 per 
year) a t Trinity College, Cambridge. 

He is hoping to go to Cambridge in October next to read for 
the Mathematical tr ipos. 

O •$- <•> 

In M e m o r i a m . With great regret we have to report the 
death of M r . J a m e s J . Duff on April 11th 

last . He was 84 years old and joined the Insti tute in Long 
Acre in 1878. He was made an Associate of the Polytechnic 
in 1890. 

We are also sorry to record the death of Mr . Hubert A . M . 
Hutber, O .B .E . , on April 28th. He was for many years a 
member of the Poly Football Club, of which he was Hon. 
Treasurer, and he was also an Associate of the Polytechnic. 

<•> <•> o 

Notice has been received of the death of a very old Rambler, 
M r . Rowland Hi \ l . He joined as long ago as 1885 and also 
was a member of the C M . A . We received this sad information 
from Mr. George N . Palmer, who was a member of the 
Poly Ramblers with him 50 years ago. 

<•> <•> o 

Under the Cyclists' Notes in this issue is reported the death 
of one of the past great champions—A. L. Reed. 

< > < • > < • > 

We send our deep sympathy to the relatives in each case. 

The Polytechnic Fund of Benevolence. 
Arrangements have been made with the Hospital Saturday 

Fund for facilities for members for early admission to con
valescent homes, provision of surgical apparatus, letters for 
earliest admission possible to hospital, optical advice and 
provision of glasses, and dental t reatment . 

All communications, including applications for urgent help, 
to be addressed to The Secretary. 

Chairman: 
Committee: 

Mr. F . E . C. Ball Mr. C. H. Lee 
Mr. E . B . Barrington Mr. H. Mansergli 
Mr. C. B . Cant Mr. S. Norman 
Mr. W. H . Dewen Mr. A. S. Phillips 
Mrs. Dewen Mrs. Phillips 
Mr. J . E. Ditchman Mr. W. J . Sanders 
'The R t . Hon. Viscount Hailsham, Mr. II . V. Small 

p . c , D.C.L., LL .1 ) . , D.I . ITT. Comdr. R. G. Studd, 
Mrs. V. R. Hoare o . s . o . , R . N . 
Sir Malcolm Hogg Mr. J . A. Tucker 
Mr. 1). Humphrey Dr. B . L. Worsnop 

Secretary & Treasurer: Mr. C. McKenna. 



MAY, 1945 T H E P O L Y T E C H N I C M A G A Z I N E 41 

THE POLY A N D CIVIL DEFENCE. 

With the final " stand down " of the official Civil Defence 
services, it is perhaps appropriate to record a t this t ime the 
part played by the staff of the Poly in the various forms of 
A . R . P . service during the past six years. 

Two large buildings, situated in a highly vulnerable district, 
each with a population of several hundred students and members 
for at least twelve hours out of every twenty-four, constituted 
such a responsibility as to make it obvious that every possible 
precaution hail to be taken to avoid a disastrous casualty list in 
the event of a direct hit . 

Fortunately, during the opening months of the war, it was 
the threat rather than the fact which acted as a spur to us to 
create, within our own walls, an organisation capable of some 
measure of self-help in the event of an emergency arising, and, 
on looking back, we realise that we have much to be thankful 
for that we were allowed a breathing space before being faced 
with the real thing. 

This period of grace was used to the fullest advantage, 
shelter rooms being equipped in the basements of the buildings, 
regular evacuation drills from the classrooms to the shelters 
being performed and a complete voluntary service of shelter 
marshals, fire-fighters and first aid at tendants being recruited 
from all sections of the staff, under the direction of Major W. B . 
Marchant, who had accepted the onerous duties of A . R . I ' . 
Officer, with Mr. E . S. Lee as his second in command. 

The value of this organisation was apparent when the schools 
resumed in September 1940 after the summer vacation. We 
were, at that t ime, at the peak of the daylight attacks and it is 
no exaggeration to say that far more time was spent in the 
shelters during that Autumn Term than in the classrooms. 
Both students and staff adapted themselves to these conditions 
without fuss or bother, but in the true spirit of the t ime, and 
before the term was many days old, an improvised form of class 
work was being held in most of the shelters. In this way the 
work of the schools continued to function and, except for a 
period of a few days when the Extension building was closed 
owing to the presence of a D.A. bomb in the immediate neigh
bourhood, there was no other break, and great credit is due to 
the staff A . R . P . organisation, whose vigilance and preparedness 
under trying, and often dangerous, conditions, did so much to 
help maintain the smooth working of the Insti tute as a whole. 

Although, naturally, the primary concern had been in 
providing for the safety of the students during normal school 
hours, the protection of the buildings during out of school 
hours had not been overlooked. As early as July 1940 a staff 
meeting was held with a view to extending the A . R . P . work to 
include volunteer squads for night duty . The response to this 
suggestion was nearly 100%, and in August 1940 our first 
voluntary Fire Guard scheme came into operation, a Committee, 
representative of all branches of the staff, being formed to 
administer i t . 

At the start of this scheme each squad consisted of three men, 
and this was the average number on duty nightly throughout 
the winter of 1940-1. Fortunately, the only direct hits on 
either building was by incendiary bombs, which were adequately 
dealt with by the squads before any large fire resulted, although 
it is worthy of recording that the Extension building squad 
took advantage of a large oil bomb on a house opposite the 
building to put their fire fighting training to practical test, and, 
after some twenty minutes of the real stuff, managed to get the 
fire under control before the N . F . S . arrived to complete the 
good work. This action received the high commendation of 
the Governors of the Polytechnic. 

In January 1941 the Business Premises- Act, making Fire 
Guards compulsory, came into force. This made little difference 
to the work of the squads, except that they came under direct 
control of the local authority, St . Marylebone Borough Council. 
We had, long before this , a well-ordered and smooth running 
organisation, the basis of which was equality of service and 
the comradeship which existed in most squads. Thus it was 
to the end, after the Blitz the lull, long months of vigilance all 
through 1942, the return of the raiders in 1943, on to the fly 
bombs and rockets of 1944-45, with the Fire Guards, the com
position of many of the squads remaining unchanged throughout 
the whole period, taking their turns with a regularity which 
became a habit , so much so that more than one squad voiced 
their real regret when the time came to " stand down." Many 
are the stories that could be told of " near misses," and what 
might have been, a stroll around the vicinity of the buildings 
would bear adequate testimony to them all , and since we were 
spared any major incident, it would be vainglorious to assume 
that our organisation could have coped with one. Nevertheless, 
the enthusiasm with which some of the squads undertook the 
sometimes irksome routine training and the willingness that 
took them out of their own premises to assist in other people's 
misfortunes, made us completely confident that whatever was 
humanly possible would have been done. 

A RIFLEMAN'S ORDEAL. 
In our last issue we reported that Rifleman J immy Wood had 

returned to this countrv after nearly four vcars as a prisoner of 
war in Germany. J immy Wood joined the 12th London 
Regiment (The Rangers) just before the war and he has given 
us an account of his experiences. He left England on 
November 1st, 1940, with an advance party under Captain 
(now Major) John Hogg bound for tile Middle East . In due 
course the party arrived in Fgvpt, where the main body of the 
battalion arrived some time later. After intensive training for 
three months, the battalion was sent to Greece, from where, 
after defensive battles against the oncoming enemy, they were 
evacuated to Crete. J immy Wood says he would like to 

mention a word of praise to ' A ' Coy., which had quite a 
number of Poly boys and which put up a great show in action, 
and also of their Company Commander, Major J . Ifuskisson, 
killed in action in Crete, who thought the world of his Poly 
boys 

J immy Wood was taken prisoner in Crete on June 1st, 1941, 
and then began his life as a prisoner of war. The prisoners 
were taken by tramp steamer to Salonica. . . . He says: 

I t was here in Salonica that I got my first glimpse of German 
brutali ty in occupied countries. Women and children lined 
the streets as we were marched from the docks to a Transit 
Camp. I have seen the guards use the butts of their rifles and 
kick the women and children almost senseless for just smiling 
at us as we passed by . After spending three weeks in Salonica 
living on water and very little bread, we were transported by 
cattle trucks (50 men per truck) into Germany. The journey 
lasted seven days. We arrived at Stalag VIIA, Moosburg, 
Bavaria, a very sorry sight and in a poor state of health. 
However, after a fortnight, Red Cross food parcels arrived 
from Switzerland, and believe me, if it wasn't for those parcels 
not many of us would have been alive to-day. Parcels made 
life bearable, even though the German radio kept on telling us 
that they would be in England before the end of the year. The 
spirit of the chaps was marvellous, and we never let the 
propaganda get us down. I went out on a working party from 
VIIA to a place called Langweid, near Munich. After a short 
time there we managed to get a Concert Par ty going, and we 
spent many pleasant week-ends. I was a t Langweid for 
fourteen months and then was transferred to another par ty 
owing to a difference of opinion with a Gorman guard, and one 
of us had to go, so they sent me to Munich. I t was in Munich 
that I met two of my old pals, John Fowle and David Gilbert, 
both members of the Poly. We had a lot to talk about, 
especially some of the happenings with German civilians on 
the working parties. On December 23rd, 1942, the R . A . F . 
got very personal, and on an incendiary raid over the town we 
lost three of our barracks. Of course, this delighted the 
civilians very much, and the papers plastered in the headlines 

R . A . F . bomb own P . O . W . ' However, it was our turn to 
laugh later. In F'ebruary and March 1943 the R . A . F . were 
over in force, and we had a very exciting time dodging our 
own bombs. Quite a lot of damage was done all around the 
town and the civilians roared on at us about the English Luft 
Gangster, but it did not worry us, and we took care to tell 
them all about the bombing of Coventry, London, etc . We 
left VIIA at the end of March 1943 and were transferred again 
by cattle truck to VIII B, later renumbered 344, near Brcslau. 
We were only there a few days when we were medically 
examined by a civilian doctor who knew only one grade, and 
that was 1, which meant working in c >al mines, so off to 
Poland to another working par ty . I t was here in Poland tha t 
one saw the treatment of the Germans to the Poles—half starved, 
hardly any clothing on their backs, and bread costing anything 
up to 30 or 40 marks for a loaf, and that was black market . 
I am afraid coal mining d idn ' t agree with me, and after one 
day's work I reported sick to the civilian doctor, and it 's 
wonderful what an English cigarette will do. I got three daj's 
off. I was back again working at the end of the week, but 
again went sick and managed to get back this time to the main 
Stalag. I arrived back in the Stalag a fortnight before the 
Whitsun Sports, so 1 decided to enter the one mile and two mile 
Camp Championships. I won the mile and was 2nd in the 
two mile. From then on 1 did not go out on any more working 
part ies. I was elected on the General Camp Sports Committee 
and we also formed an Athletic Committee. 1 had quite a lot 
to occupy my mind and at the same time could get plenty of 
t raining. We ran quite a number of successful Athletic 
Meetings, including a Five Mile Cross-country Run in the 
Stalag, as well as a 1|- mile Steeplechase. I would like to 
express here my sincere thanks to the Y.M.C.A. for the equip
ment and prizes sent out to us which made it possible for us to 
participate in all branches of sport. Heralding 1944 was the 
sound of artillery fire, and we were soon informed by our own 
B.B.C. news service that our friend Joe wasn't so far away. 
Much discussion was going on in the barracks whether the 
Germans would evacuate us or leave us here. Well, on 
January l l t h , the Germans moved 4,000 of us bound for a 
place called Gorlitz. The weather was terrible, snow and ice, 

[Continued on page 48) 
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War Comforts. 

VE Day . 
Writing on the morning of VE Day, these notes for the May 

issue of tlic Poly. Magazine would lack all vi tal i ty if no reference 
were made to the stirring news of the cessation of hostilities 
in Europe. That news followed so quickly on many other 
items of good news. VI and V2 bomb attacks on London cease ; 
the death of Mussolini, the German surrender in I taly, the 
reported death of Hitler, the capture of Berlin and the surrender 
of the German armies in North-West Germany, Holland and 
Denmark, followed quickly by the news that arms had been 
laid down every whore. 

The Far E a s t . 
Amidst all the rejoicing which this day deserves, our thoughts 

turn towards those of our friends who have not lived to see the 
dawn of this day ; to those of our people who are, at the moment 
of writing, making their way back to us from the Prisoner of 
War camps; but also and very specially to those who are still 
facing the perils of war in the Far East . We do not and must 
not forget that they are not within the sphere of influence 
covered by the good news though it will rejoice their hearts 
as it has cheered ours. In these great moments of t r iumph 
in Europe we remember the jungle, the tropical heat , the 
pest of insects, the cunning J a p ; and we send them an assurance, 
without reservation, tha t we are longing for the day when a 
V message will come which will include them and help bring 
them back to us again. 

Demobi l i sat ion . 
With increasing frequency, the word "demobi l isa t ion" is 

coming into our correspondence and it may easily prove to be 
the case tha t , from this day forward, the peak of our War 
Comforts work will have been passed, though we still have a. 
large number of our people in the F"ar East and we realise that 
a good many of our members will doubtless be held in armies 
of occupation and so on. That calls for sustained effort. 

Continuity . 
Once again 1 am faced with a hard t a sk - - tha t of sorting out 

for publication all the manifold little thoughts which have 
struck me as 1 have dealt with the past month 's correspondence. 
First of all I might perhaps quote an extract from a letter from 
C.S.M. Minnie Levy who says, "Whi le I was unpacking your 
parcel, the rest of the mess were talking about the Comforts 
parcels they USED to receive and al l said, ' Well , we used to 
have them at the beginning of the war but they have all stopped 
ages ago, and I , very proudly, stated tha t I have had Poly, 
parcels since the beginning of the war and for years now and 
they have shown no signs of packing up and what 's more they 
won't t i l l the war is all over. ' " 

A Poss ible Misapprehens ion . 
With the rich mine of material always available for these 

notes, it is not often necessary to refer specifically to previous 
articles, but the above extract gives me an opportunity of 
saying something which might prevent the growth of a mis
apprehension over what I said last month about our statist ics. 
My previous remarks on tha t subject might have suggested to 
some readers that wc have not kept proper records. In case 
that erroneous impression should arise let mc state that we have 
well-kept records of all parcels sent out and each "comfortee" 
is indexed with the number of parcels sent, when sent and 
when acknowledged and so on. Statisticians could get any 
figure's they want . 

The " F i l e r s " and the S y s t e m . 
There are also well-kept files of all incoming and copies of 

outgoing letters—thousands and thousands of them. The 
recording of this gives me a welcome and appreciated oppor
tuni ty of once again drawing the edge of the curtain of anonymity 
and of telling all the Poly's people of the sterling work put 
into this filing" work by the indefatigable and efficient Mrs. 
Pant ing. I t has entailed hours and hours of patient and some
what monotonous work over the whole period of our War 
Comforts life; and we are very grateful to her and also for the 
same sort of work to Miss Ell is , Mrs. " J i m m i e " Tucker, Miss 
Edith Wilson, Miss Page and Mr. Bob Pant ing . 

Regulari ty . 
A good many correspondents have, by coincidence, made 

comment on the very points I have tried to make so far in this 
Slay article. Mr. Freeman (Warners) of the Royal Navy 

Air Service, says: " 1 have been in the Navy for nearly five 
years now and throughout that long t ime, parcels from the 
i 'oly. have arrived regularly in various parts of the world. 
Apart from the contents they give you the happy feeling tha t 
you're not lorgotten. 'They have helped cheer both myself and 
those of my messmates who have shared t h e m . " And L.A.C. 
Sparksman of the Football Club is another recipient who says: 
" I t seems difficult to realise 1 have been getting them regularly 
for over lour years and how we look forward to the end of the 
necessity for your sending them, though never forgetting the 
pleasure they have g iven ." 

The Big Sh ips . 
Yet one more member in the Navy -O/S W. S. Powell of 

-II.M.S. Indefatigable writes; "1 expect by this t ime yon 
have given up all hope of a few words of thanks for a parcel 
which you posted to me sometime about Christmas. Well, 
it reached me yesterday after travelling many thousands of 
miles in just over three months. The parcel was very welcome 
and, as seems to be the usual thing, it came at a very appropritae 
t ime. We are at present in a very deserted part of the world 
and I know it would have pleased you to see and hear the lads 
in the mess singing from the song sheets which are included in 
Poly, parcels ." 

And the Little Sh ips . 
We all know 11.M.S. Indefatigable is a large s h i p - t h e 

Japanese know that to their cost! but , on the other hand, a 
similar appreciative letter comes from Lieut. A. J . Martin 
(Cycling Club) whom we imagine to be on board a mere ' 'cockle
she l l . " "The safe arrival of yet another super comforts parcel 
came, as usual , jus t when life seemed to be a l i t t le more drab 
than usual. Somehow you must all have some supernatural 
method of knowing us and time the arrival of your parcels at 
the right moment . " 

The Onlookers and the Po ly . 
C.S.M. Levy's letter quoted above lends force to the suggest ion 

contained in many other letters, such as the two from which we 
now quote, tha t the continuity of our work has been noticed 
by the "onlookers ." One correspondent says : ' "The boys eyed 
it with avid glances so 1 guess the cake disappeared nearly as 
fast as a German ' impregnable' fortress. We certainly liquidated 
tha t c ake . " And L/C Mann, serving with the R . A . F . , adds: 
"You would be surprised at the questions that have been asked 
of me about the Poly, and its activities. Lieutenant Stockwell s 
(Harriers) letter is also well on the point when he says: ' "Thank 
you so very much for the comforts parcel and the cigarettes 
also which reached me very opportunely in a ' jungly' spot 
where such things are few. Wherever I have been, even out here 
in Burma, the Poly, parcels have found mc and have been 
exceptionally welcome, especially here as canteen supplies are 
few and far between and it is not always easy to keep oneself 
equipped ." 

Useful Contents . 
That latter sentence recalls very naturally the opinion of 

Corporal Woods who describes our parcels as " N . A . A . F . I , in 
min i a tu re . " And Pte. L. Barnes, of the C.M.K. adds further 
point to that by saying: "Things like foot powder and soap 
are always smiled on. But believe it or not, it was the candles 
tha t I appreciated more than all else amongst those so carefully 
chosen necessities. The explanation is th is : being a highly 
mobile uni t , we don' t remain for long in any one place and 
some of our moves are done under queer circumstances and very 
often a t night. The first thought on arrival concerns installing 
oneself, including ki t , in a house or tent and getting one's 
bed made in the least uncomfortable place possible ; and needless 
to say all this is carried on all the more easily with a candle!" 

To add to this, L.A.C. Lamming writes tha t : " I was hanging 
on to a worn out handkerchief, when along came your parcel 
containing the very t h i n g . " 

The Wrappings . 
In turn, most of the items in the parcels are singled out for 

special praise and mention. But two letters received by the 
same post this month, caused a good deal of amusement. One 
recipient remarked how useful was the box in which the goods 
were packed, and another asked us whether it was by design 
that many of the contents of the parcel were wrapped for safety 
in pages of the London Telephone Directory. This corres
pondent, one of the few we have left in Paiforce, said he found 
it most exciting going over the torn-out pages and he had been 
able to pick out the names of half-a-dozen people he knew 
personally. It was a touch of home! 
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Letters Extra. 
In thanking us for our parcels, one I'urtlicr member says: 

" . . . and over and above these comforts, your letters are 
welcome e x t r a s . " I t is a fact that we maintain a very regular 
correspondence with the majority of members apart from the 
sending and acknowledgment of the parcels. The comments 
on this phase of the work are too numerous to quote a t any 
length but L/Cpl. Hardy (Harriers) who has just gone to S .E.A .C. 
says: " You've no idea how much we out here welcome letters 
Irom home; it is very good of you to keep up such a regular 
correspondence with us, seeing that you must have hundreds 
to write t o . " 

Cpl. Beaney, whose request for books on horse riding, e tc . , 
e t c . , were met by Poly, friends sums it all up when he said he 
would like to give his impressions of our War Comforts work 
by quoting Mr. Churchill's well-known aphorism: "Never in 
the field of human conflict have so many owed so much to so 
few. ' ' 

Thank you all very much for these many encouraging words! 

Strange Adventures of Our "Civ i l ian" Sold iers . 
In the course of our correspondence wc receive many pieces 

of interesting news detailing the strange adventures which 
have come to the average serving sailor, soldier or a i rman. 
Here is one such item which has been taken from a letter received 
from Corporal Ball (Harriers). ' T had a funny incident with 
some Arabs the other day. We wanted some wood for our 
house and, having previously earmarked a tree which looked 
good for the purpose and, as I thought, on government land, 
it was chopped down. I t was situated near an Arab cemetery 
and that caused the trouble. No sooner had the tree come down 
than a couple of Sheikhs and the man from the cemetery came 
storming the office and complaining bi t ter ly about the felling 
of the tree. I t turned out that it had been planted over a grave 
and that 200 years ago an Arab notable had requested tha t 
when he died this tree should be planted to keep the sun out 
of his eyes. They said it was a very sacred tree and tha t they 
must be paid £'i(). But one Sheikh had a sense of humour and 
1 told him he was a rich man (as he is) and he could pay and 
that I would send him a young tree from England. So, after 
a. few handshakes and assurances he went away reconciled, 
l int believe it or not, tha t tree just would not burn; so we 
bought ourselves a sack of coa l ! " 

Things Given and Wanted . 
Readers will remember tha t last month 1 referred to the 

great kindness and helpfulness of the Editors of The Times and 
The Spectator. Another welcome letter from another Editor 
has been received; it was specially welcome because it was 
so spontaneous and unexpected. I t was in answer to our appeal 
for a copy of The Lady for Miss Whi te . I t was personally 
written by the Editor of The Lady and said tha t although 
copies were so strictly limited, the office staff felt tha t , between 
them, they could definitely promise a regular copy week by 
week. 

We have also specially to thank Miss Parks and Mr. Barring-
ton for collections by card which amounted to nearly £100. 
This is really marvellous and more than helpful. I t implies 
much hard and very faithful work to collect, as Miss Parks 
did, no less than ^48 15s. Once again the School of Tailoring 
earns our thanks for further financial help; and specially 
grateful thanks are due to Mr. Mansergh, Mr. Manners, the 
Chief officials of the Boxing Club whose recent effort for our 
funds realised £31. 

Thanks are also due to Lady Studd, Mrs. Hoare and Mrs. 
Stobart who between them " l iqu ida t ed" so many of the special 
requests for specific books which we made recently. 

One special appeal we wish to make known. I t is for books 
on Poultry Farming and on Mixed Farming; also for a book 
entitled "Good Soi l , " by S. Graham Brade Birks, "Good Pig" 
Breeding" by R. S. Thomson, and "Good Milk F a r m i n g , " by 
A. Fowler. It looks as if this "comfortee" intends to make a 
contribution to the national economy when the war is done. 
Can any reader kindlv oblige. 

A. HAMILTON. 
8//j May, 1945. Honorary Secretary. 

A SOUND INVESTMENT 
I N S U R E 

In the 

POLYTECHNIC FRIENDLY SOCIETY 
(.Deposit System) 

Against SICKNESS, ACCIDENT, DEATH. 

Also for NATIONAL HEALTH in its Separate State Section 

Full particulars of the Secretary. 

The Library. 

T i m e s of Opening . -The Library is now open a t the usual 
t imes, i.e., Mondays to F'ridays 9.30 a .m. to 8 p . m . , and 
Saturdays 9.30 a .m. to 5 p . m . 

The Discuss ion Group. -The first of the new series of 
meetings of the Discussion Group have proved very interesting. 
The Brains Trust under the Chairmanship of Mr. N . J . Noad 
solved a number of difficult questions; Dr. G. R. Cooper 
started us talking on " Has Science gone too f a r ? " ; and 
Mr. A. R. Moon showed the many problems which authors and 
publishers have to settle. The last three discussions arranged 
are : — 

May 3rd. Scientific production and modern industry. 
Opening speaker: H . Bud. 

May 10th. Science and Religion. 
Opening speaker: G. A. Allan. 

May 17th. The problem of Russia. 
Opening speaker: W. Seymour Legge. 

S o m e Noted Statesmen—All ied and Enemy. 

Since last month the deaths have occurred of David Lloyd 
George, 1st Ear l , Prime Minister during the Great War of 
1914-18; President Roosevelt, who did so much to assist the 
Allied Victories, and who will always be remembered for his 
social policy and his long term of office as President of the 
United States. In these last few days the deaths have been 
announced of the two most hated men in Europe—Adolf Hitler 
and Benito Mussolini. History brought to our minds by 
events of the hour is always interesting", and so three books on 
each of these men are given below: — 

LLOYD GEORGE. War Memories. 6 volumes. 1933-36. 
Shelved at 940.3. The man David: an imaginative 
presentation based on fact, of the life of Lloyd George, 
1880-1914, by Jack Jones. 1944. Shelved at 942.083. 
Mr. Lloyd George, by E . T . Raymond. 1922. Shelved at 

942.083. 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT. Roosevelt, by G. W. Johnson. 
1942. Shelved at 973.917. The amazing Roosevelt family. 
1613-1942, by Karl Schriftgicsser. Shelved at 973, 
Roosevelt, world statesman, by Basil Woon. Shelved at 

973.917. 

ADOLF H I T L E R . Speeches, 1922-1939. 2 vols. 1942. 
Shelved at 943.085. Dcr Fuehrer, by Konrad Heiden, 1944. 
Shelved at 943.085. Hitler speaks: a series of political 
conversations with Adolf Hitler on his real aims, by 
Hermann Rauschning. 1939. Shelved at 943.085. (Alt 

the above are in English.) 

BENITO MUSSOLINI. Mussolini's I ta ly , by Herman Finer. 
1935. Shelved at 945.093. Balcony Empire : Fascist I taly 
at war, by R. and E . Packard. 1943. Shelved at 945.09. 
Sawdust Caesar, by George Seldes. 1936. Shelved at 
945.09. 

SOME NEW BOOKS. 
Beveridge, Sir Wil l iam: The price of peace. Shelved at 327. 
Brogan,' 1). W. : The free s ta te . Shelved at 321 .4. 
Capek, Karel : How they do i t . (How newspapers, films and 

plays are produced.) Shelved at 792. 
Graves, Basil : Rational medicine. (The organisation of the 

profession.) Shelved at 610. 
Hill , D . M . : Ladies may now leave their machines. (Life in 

a war factory.) Shelved at FICTION. 
Jameson, Storm : The journal of Mary Hervey Russell. Shelved 

at FICTION. 
Lovell, Maurice: Landsmen and seafarers. (Comparative 

studies of life in Russia and Britain.) T47. 
Nash, A. S . : The University and the modern world. 378. 
Newman, Bernard : Balkan background. 949.6. 
Nicholson, Norman: Man and li terature. 820. 
P ra t t , W. T . : Worked examples in electro-technology. 621.3. 
Spain, Nancy: Thank vou—Nelson. (A novel on the work of 

the W . R . N . S . ) . Shelved at FICTION. 
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Sports Club 

B O X I N G . 
We have had another very busy month, many of our boys 

having been out, and quite a large number won their fights 
and others boxed well. At the present period, most clubs 
who are holding contests come to us for boxers, and we can 
usually oblige. We have quite a number of boys entered for 
the Senior Championships, including our Joint Captain, Fred 
Parish, and of course we hope for the best. Raymond Craggs 
has started well by winning the Lightweight Southern Cham
pionship, also he is still going strong in the A.T.C. Silver Wings. 
1 did not sec Peter Jelly 's entry for the Northern Welterweight. 
Also among our month's work has been two teams of boxers to 
give exhibitions at Hostels of the Ministry of Works Bomb 
Damage Workers. In each case we pleased everyone, the boys 
giving good displays, and afterwards we all sat down to a high 
tea, with plates of ham, chips, etc. 

Our big event of the month was the Dinner and Dance. 
This was a big success, well over a hundred sat down. It was 
all Poly, with Mr. McKenna in the Chair. A very good dinner 
was served, and with a few short speeches Mr. McKenna 
proposed the toast to the King and afterwards the Boxing Club. 
He spoke well of all our efforts, reminding everybody that the 
Boxing Club was one of the leaders of all movements in the Poly 
(which, of course, we all knew). Mr. Mansergh answered for 
t he Club and recalled our revival since 1940, when two or three 
of us used to sit in the Gym looking for boxers to come, and 
here we are, less than five years later and the war not finished, 
50 or 60 boys boxing twice a week and over 100 sitting down to 
dinner. Mr. Harry Mallin replied for the Visitors, and reminded 
us that it was the first t ime lie had met ladies at a Poly Boxing 
Club Dinner. Mrs. Manners answered for the Ladies. We 
omitted, in the excitement, to thank Mr. McKenna for taking 
the Chair, so wc ask him to accept our thanks now. We all 
realise what a great friend of ours he is, and as we were keeping 
the Dinner strictly Poly, we thought him the most fitting 
person we could ask, and we were pleased when he accepted. 
After the Dinner to music of a good band, the boys of the Boxing 
Club showed that they could also dance; also I noticed they 
brought some very nice ladies, and a very successful evening 
finished with the singing of Auld Lang Syne. 

One more note before closing. During June we shall be 
holding a big show for one of our Comforts Funds, and if possible 
we are going to revive the " Harvey Trophy " and box the 
St . Pancras. So keep fit for Jack Lowthcr will be after you! 

H . & F . M . 
o o <•> 

CYCLING. 
I t is with deep regret we learn from Accy Ingram that our 

one-time track champion, A. L . Reed, has passed away. 
Reed won the World's Sprint Championship in 1903, four 
British Fmpire and four National Championships. 

Our first 1945 livening Meeting was held on Wednesday, 
May 2nd, at Heme Hi l l , when, in addition to other items, 
events comprising the first round of the Inter-Club Team 
Competition were contested. At the end of this first round, 
the South London C.C. led with 21 points, the Polv being 
second with 18J, the Belle Vue third with 18, and the Marl
borough fourth with 17. Five other Clubs also scored points . 

For us, Dave Ricketts made the fastest t ime of 62 sees, in 
the series of half-mile standing start t ime tr ials , beating the 
second man, Wilf Waters of the South London, by * sees. 
Lou Pond, Denis Thorpe and Gerry Burgess scored Poly points 
in the sprint and point-to-point events of the Competition. 

In a Club 5 minutes pursuit race, John Pettersen, covering 
2 miles and 7 yards, won from Len Sheldrake, 1 mile 1,725 yds . , 
and Vic Schuler, 1 mile 1,702 yds. 

On April 8th, in the Nor Ion " 2 5 , " Pettersen made sub
stantial improvement on his previous best to record third 
fastest time of 1.7.38, and to win the handicap, for which some 
70 riders competed. Fred Falconer, 1.11.55; John Steele, 
1.12.54; Nobby Clarke, 1.13.19, and George Falconer, 1.14.25, 
also rode in this event, the last three doing their best of the 
season so far. 

The second Club " 2 5 , " held on the hardish Portsmouth 
Road course on April 15th, only attracted eight entries, but a 
goodly crowd of helpers, etc . Denis Thorpe made fastest t ime 
of 1.11.25, after being led by 2 mins. by his co-scratchman, 
Pettersen, out to the tu rn . Johnnie, however, suffered a 
deflating tyre on the homeward t r ip , bu t for which the result 
might have a closer one between these two. As it was, Johnnie 
finished third best in 1.12.30, with John Steele stepping up a 
bit to be second in 1.12.5. The handicap winner was Len 
Sheldrake, whose actual 1.16.10 was subject to 7 minutes ' 
deduction. Sheldrake also won the Novices' Medal awarded in 

this event. We learn lie is likely to be called up lor the Fleet 
Air Arm shortly. Fred Falconer, in 1.13.22, and George 
Falconer, in 1.13.55, also finished. Clarke and Hank Schooley 
were non-starters. 

In the W.L.C.A. event on April 22nd, Fred Falconer, 1 .10.1 , 
and brother George, 1.11.50, each recorded his best time so far 
for a " 2 5 . " 

Denis Thorpe and Jack liacon have each been scoring points 
in the Star sprint events on Monday evenings a t Paddington, 
while Don Hall has been doing quite well in the " Brassard " 
pursuit and the " Medal " sprints. Finkle lias scored in the 
Junior Medal. 

We have been glad indeed to see Colin Campbell on his 
return from I ta ly , and hope tha t others will now soon follow 
him home. Pat O'Connor has been on leave from Ireland and 
reports a warming up of his interest in racing. Before enlist
ment he held the Club " 25 " record (subsequently beaten by 
Sid Hawkins, now in the R . A . F . ) . Our 1939 Road Champion, 
Bill Gregory, stationed at Theale, has found opportunity to 
ride again, and we note tha t with a " 6 " he won first handicap 
in the recent Oxonian " 2 5 . " Maybe it won't be long before 
we have a good Road team again in action. 

Club runs continue to be carried out with good support, and 
prospective new members will be welcomed in the Clubroom 
on any Monday or Thursday evening (May 17th, an livening 
Meeting date a t Paddington, should be avoided). 

Don' t forget our Open Meeting at Heme Hill on the afternoon 
of Saturday, June 2nd. Grand racing and a big Poly reunion 
is anticipated. 

A.G.B. 
o <•> <s> 

1st X I . 
Apr. 21 R . N . Unit 

,, 28 Yicwsley 
May 5 R . N . Unit 
Apr. 18 
May 7 

FOOTBALL. 
Resu l t s . 

R F S F R V F S . 
W 3—1 Canons Park W 4—1 
W 6—0 Zenith—Cup L 1—4 
W 6 - 0 Davis Sports Res. L 0—4 

A . K . S . (CO) W 5—4 
N . F . S . (H) W 4—0 

" A " TFAM 
Apr. 14 N . W . Polytechnic W 5 - 2 

,, 21 R . A . F . (Northolt) L 0 - 4 
28 Orpington L 0—8 

At long last, complete victory has been won over our arch
enemies, the Germans, the broader details and general praises 
having been accorded in our national press and over the air ; 
but I would only be lacking in my duty if I did not place on 
record the thanks and gratitude of all our Club members to all 
those of our colleagues who played their part in the great 
struggle. Fvergreen in our memories will be those grand 
chaps, our team-mates, who lost their lives. We hope there 
will be a speedy return to Civvy Street for all of you, but doubt
less some will be called on for further efforts in the Far Fas t , 
and to them our best wishes are especially sent. 

Victory, however, was not the monopoly of our Service lads, 
as the First Team record shows. With skipper Robinson 
dominating the centre of the field, they smashed their 
opponents' defences to shreds and ended our best war season on 
a very high note. Robinson's reward is to come, for he has 
been selected to play as centre-half for the Middlesex Senior 
League against the Herts . & Middlesex League at Brentford's 
ground, Griffin Park, on the 19th. As a result of their grand
stand finish we finished a comfortable 3rd in the League, our 
record being:—Played 16, Won 11, Lost 5, Goals for 52, 
against 21 . Twickenham were winners and Staines Vale 
second, and we have the satisfaction of knowing that we beat 
the winners once and Staines twice during the season. Our 
leading goal-scorer was Tommy Taylor, with 40 goals, our 
other regular forwards trailing like this ; Greaves 11, Howells 9, 
Barbrook 8 and Walters 7. Taylor's average was something 
over l!£ goals per game. Next season we shall be resuming in 
the Spartan League, which has been split into three geographic
ally arranged leagues—Central, East and West -we competing 
in the Central. All the old Spartan Leaguers will be taking 
part with no newcomers whatsoever. 

The Reserves played enigmatically to the end. After a 
bril l iant win over the strong Army A . K . S . side, thereby depriv
ing them of the championship and another win over Canons 
Park for four league points, they failed miserably in their Semi
final match v. Zenith, and again against Davis Sports, reviving 
once more to thrash a much stronger N . F . S . side by 4—0. 
They have one more match to play to complete their league 
fixtures and final placing will be in next month's report. 

The " A " Team repeated their previous win over the N . W . 
Polytechnic, and after a run of eight games without defeat 
finally went down to a strong R . A . F . side at Northolt . For their 
final game they went to Orpington, where the locals rustled up 
a hot lot to avenge their early season defeat in no uncertain 
fashion. I t is only fair to say that the " A's " were con-
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siderably weakened for this game. Their complete record was: 
Played 28, Won 10, Drawn 5, Post 13, Goals for 61 , against 95. 
Easily top scorer was Meads, with 30 goals to his credit . This 
6-ft. youngster of 16 will , it is hoped, show considerable im
provement next season and should be one of our most useful 
recruits for many years to come. 

Our usual bulletin of news items of old members includes 
foremost the return to this country after imprisonment since 
Dunkirk of Mills, the old Strollers player. He is, naturally, 
fatigued after his ordeal, but quite well, and we hope will be-
sufficiently recovered to start dubbining his boots for next 
season. Syd Black has been discharged from the R . A . P . on 
account of il l-health, and 1 am sorry to sav this usually cheery 
soul is really down in the dumps and feeling sorry for himself. 
I know everyone will join me in wishing him a speedy recovery. 
I had a most welcome letter from Percy Fields, who is now 
stationed in Mombasa. He says he longs to hear from some 
of his old team-mates, and 1 will gladly let anyone who wishes 
to write to him have his address. Things must be rotting a bi t 
in the Service, for we learn that John Large has been elected to 
Corporal's rank, but seriously, we have no doubt that it is the 
result of hard work and honest endeavour. Our " A " Team's 
game v. K .A.F . (Xortholt) was the result of a visit from Pa t 
O 'Hara , who is on the officer strength there and O.C. Sports. 
In response, to many anxious enquiries 1 am pleased to say tha t 
Cpl. liric Hurst 's posting out East has landed him in Aldgate, 
where he s tays--at least for the t ime being. I was not sure 
whether to exclude Bill Mullender from my opening remarks, 
but as they do say the pen is mightier than the sword, I let it 
pass. Nevertheless, we were glad to have his services while on 
leave in our game v. Zenith, but understand cross-country 
running has become his speciality. Bob Hayes also helped us 
out v. Davis Sports, in spite of the disability following his 
operation, but we managed to keep him on the touchlinc v. 
N . F . S . All the above, unless otherwise stated, are fit and 
well, and we are looking forward to hearing more news from 
lots of our old members now. Don't forget to get in touch 
with us . 

E . GALV1N, Hon. Sec. 

< • > < • > < • > 

HARRIERS. 

Although our long distance team was far from full strength, 
we were again successful in winning the Finchley ' 20 ' at 
Ruislip on April 28th. Actually, we only had three competitors 
running, the minimum number to make a team, but what was 
lacking in quant i ty , was more than compensated for by the 
quality of our three, namely Stan Jones, George Freshwater 
and Tommy Lalande. 

Stan Jones ran his best race to date in finishing second a bare 
60 yards behind Tom Richards (Mitcham A.C.) in the fast 
t ime of 1 hour 58 minutes 29 sees., and his performance is even 
more meritorious by reason of his beating by nearly two minutes 
the greatly fancied French Canadian Cote, three times winner 
of the famous Boston marathon. Stan has now firmly establis ned 
himself as one of Britain's leading distance runners. George 
Freshwater, full of smiles and looking as the first syllable of his 
name suggests, received an ovation from the big crowd assembled 
at the finishing point, particularly from the Poly section of i t , 
when he ran home in fourth position. Tommy Lalar.de, 
although not properly fit yet , made the. team race safe for us 
by finishing 26th, and lie should certainly improve a lot 
during the next two months. To these three stalwarts we 
tender our congratulations, and wish them even greater success 
in the Kent ' 20 ' and more important sti l l , the Poly Marathon 
on June 16th. 

As usual, the 1945 track season bpened on a wet, miserabl c 

day. Nevertheless, it was gratifying to see quite a few of the 
old faces present at Alperton on May 5th, where we met a 
combined Thames Valley and Southgate Harriers team. And 
there were some new faces there, too in fact, the Poly 
contingent numbered nine. 

We won the match quite comfortably by 64 points to 48-
For the first match of the season, and considering the un
suitable conditions, the performances were remarkably good. 

Charles Denroche took the Quarter in the easiest fashion, and 
although he won by 18 yards in the fast time of 52.4 sees., was 
somewhat distressed afterwards, due to running too fast at the 
beginning. Bernard Metcalfe, finishing very strongly, beat 
Frost, the A.A.A. representative ?>. Oxford and Cambridge, 
for second place in the 220, a yard behind Wigley, in 23.8 sees. 

In the additional 100 Yards Race, Metcalfe won by about 
three yards from Erie Fisher, with George Gregory third, 
another yard behind, in 10.6 sees. The last two members are 
newcomers to the Club, and show promise of doing some fast 
t imes. They remained in the same positions in the addit ional 
220 Yards Race, which was won in 25.1 sees. 

Rene Howell ran well in the Mile, but made the mistake of 
taking the lead on the last lap and trying to force the pace. He 
eventually finished fourth, about 18 yards behind the winner, 
Cox, who was approximately three and four yards respectively 
in front of Nankivell and Bingham. The time was 4 mins. 
34 .7 sees. 

Other Poly members present were: B . H . Turner, a junior 
who had a run in both the additional sprints; Leslie Taylor, 
who found the conditions and the pace of the Half a bit too 
severe; and H . Baker and C. Leatherdale, both of whom, un
fortunately, sustained accidents just prior to the meeting and 
were unable to participate. The injuries are only slight, and 
we hope to have these two boys with us at the next meeting. 

Many members will recall the numerous victories which Bob 
Revans chalked up in the Club's Long Jump Championship 
several years ago and his brilliant jumping in the Empire 
Games of 1930, when he came second to Hut ton, the South 
African. Well, Bob, who is now 37, has been appointed 
Director of Education to the Coal Industry of Great Bri tain, 
and it is his job to see that we have sufficient miners to keep 
the home fires burning. 

Bob hasn ' t been up to the Club for a number of years now, 
but all members will join with us in wishing him all the very-
best of luck and extending our congratulations on his " best 
jump " to date . 

Congratulations to Stan Gregory, who has been awarded the 
B .E .M. We have no details of the services rendered for which 
this award has been made—how about a little information, 
Stan ? 

We regret to report tha t Lieut . Alan Bliss is in 139 Indian 
Base Hospital , due to leg injuries sustained from Japanese 
machine gun bullets . We extend to Alan our sympathy and 
best wishes for a complete and speedy recovery, and to any Poly 
boy anywhere near that hospital, don't forget to look Alan up . 

Seems hard to believe, but Willie Applegarth (it's still im
possible to go in the Clubroom and not hear his name mentioned) 
recently celebrated his 55th bir thday. 

Apologies for not reporting in last month 's notes that junior 
member Leslie Pym won ' by a street ' the London Federation of 
Boys' Clubs Cross Country Championship. 

To conclude this month 's notes, here are two important dates 
for all active members:— 

July 5 th . Junior 1,000 Yards Club Championship and 
300 Yards Club Handicap, open to both junior and senior 
m e m b e r s . We hope and expect as m a n y m e m b e r s as 
poss ible to enter the handicap event irrespective of whether 
you are a short , middle or long distance runner. All 
wi l l be given an appropriate m a r k , and there are three 
pr izes . Entries to Mr. R. J a m e s , 5 4 B , Fairholme Road, 
W.14 , as soon as you l ike. 

July 12th.—Junior 100 Yards Championship , and 
possibly another handicap event, both evenings at 7 p . m . 

«$- <•> o 

WALKING SECTION. 
Billy Merrett put up his best performance for many years in 

the " Regent's Park 15 " organised bv the Metropolitan Walk
ing Club on April 21st. In a field of eighty-five, he finished 
twenty-second in the excellent t ime of 2 hrs. 17 mins. 21 sees. 
This was over nine minutes less than his previous best. With an 
allowance of 18 minutes, Billy was third in the open handicap. 
This result was received with acclamation in view particularly 
of the efforts he had made to render the promotion a success on 
behalf of his second-claim club. 

The Poly held a scratch race in conjunction, which Merrett 
won by 37 seconds from Percy Reading, who, however, started 
five minutes or so after the rest of the field. Les Toussaint 
was third, finishing thir ty-ninth in 2 hrs . 22 mins. 51 sees., 
after showing up more prominently. Sam Last and Alan 
Tookey backed up the Team, although both, unfi t . The Team 
was fourth in the Open Handicap. 

<•> <5> <•> 

ROWING. 
Activities on the river this month have been mainly confined 

to teaching the young idea how to row since the Senior Students 
have been putt ing in a pretty regular appearance after Eric 
had given them a little homily just like the best of Dutch 
uncles. 'They will have to remain keen if they wish to hold 
our interest since coaching means we don' t get much rowing 
ourselves, rather a serious matter as the loss of our boats in the 
raid has resulted in some o[ the diehards getting a little paunchy 
to say the least. 

We have had more news this month from Serving Members, 
and it appears that Sam has arrived in West Africa and had fun 
and games whilst awaiting transit inland. W. (Eustace) 
Watson has now been in the India Command for twelve months 
and is looking forward to returning to the Old Country and 
coming aboard the Steam Packet for a " p i c k - m e - u p . " 
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W/Bdr. W. R. Triggs, also in the India Command, is in touch 
with Donald Yardley, Davies, Ince and Mowatt, and tells us 
he heard from Davies that Cunningham is in an Airborne 
Division and that the pair of them met with suitable celebra
t ions. Cyril Edwards, with his fuzzy-wuzzies in the East 
Africa Command, is still going strong and makes some nice 
remarks about our own efforts to put the Boathouse in working 
order. Our reward for this will come when we see all our 
former members back in boats or on bicycles on the towpath as 
members of Ereddie Saunders's coaching school, and Eric has 
asked me to emphasise that the future of the Club really depends 
on your post-war. enthusiasm; we know you won't let us down. 
'Lieut. K. D . Gibbon is back Irom India, and whilst spending 
some of his leave at Bournemouth, came across Harold Huckle 
who, it appears, was hi t t ing the high spots in that salubrious 
resort. W. G. Brace is having a go at tree-felling with his 
school, and Bert Sutton tells me tha t A. T . Hussey, who is 
about to be given his Commission, tried very hard to stav, as 
he was with his Unit in I taly so as to be with the lads and to get 
a spot more fighting in. Other counsels finally prevailed, 
however, and we are looking forward to seeing old Squarehead 
down at the Boathouse soon, looking all shiny and bright. 
E . E . Boissavit turned up at the Polytechnic the other Thursday 
and again at the usual rcndez.vous on Saturday, the 5th instant, 
and, being as evasive as ever, volunteered no satisfactory 
explanation of his long absence from the Club circle. Ivan 
Wright has had a touch of the vapours, so we haven ' t seen 
much of him lately, and Alf Warren tells me that Stan Hyde, 
whom he visits every week, has had a bad time this last four 
years and is now an invalid. Stan Hyde is one of the old 
originals, and we deeply regret to hear of his misfortune. 

We have heard that Capt. Ered Bo wen has arrived in I ta ly 
after a very fine trip out, and is, for the t ime being, ensconced 
in palatial offices on one of the seven hills alongside the Tiber, 
preparatory to taking over a management job with Amgot. 
And here's a piece of good news; Ajax expects to be home on 
leave before these notes are in pr in t . 

By the way, owing to pressure of work, Bing has had to be 
relieved of his secretarial duties on behalf of the Club, and I 
am now holding down the job . Complaints, grouses and 
grumbles should, therefore, be addressed to me as Acting Hon. 
Secretary at the Boathousc, Hartington Road, W.4 . s .v .p . 

Wid. 

o o <•> 

SWIMMING. 

How delighted the writer was to hear tha t our past Captain— 
Et . Stan Gyton—had been liberated from the prisoner of war 
camp after ten months capt iv i ty . Space will not permit of a 
full account of Stan 's ups and downs, but I am pleased to say 
tha t in appearance he seems reasonably as well as can be 
expected, and we look forward to a speedy return to good 
health—and weight for h im. 

CLUB ACTIVITIES.—Your Committee have decided to 
resume activities as far as possible, and we hope to run a Junior 
Section on Tuesday evenings from 4.30 to 5, and our own Club 
night has accordingly been altered to THURSDAY from 6 p .m . 
to 7 p . m . I shall look forward to meeting any member or 
anybody desiring to join on either of the above nights. Students 
would be especially welcomed. 

TOM L\ COGSWELL. 

Clubs and Societies. 

Young Women's Institute. 

RAMBLING. 
'f'he day for which we have waited so long has now passed 

anil the sounds of rejoicing are fading. We must now go 
forward with faith and courage and see to it that the world 
becomes and remains a better place for a l l . But we must not 
forget our men fighting against the j a p s . Let us pray that 
their struggles will not be for much longer and tha t their 
ul t imate victory will be soon. Then shall we truly rejoice, 
for we shall know tha t this war, with all its horrors spread all 
over the world, lias come to an end. 

The Annual General Meeting held on April 28th was very 
well attended. The following officers were elected by members 
present: President, Mrs. Dewen; Vice-Presidents, Lady Studd, 
Lady Baker, Lady Hailsham, Sir Malcolm Hogg, Miss E . H . 
Andrew and Capt. Quintin Hogg. Social Secretary, Doreen 
Small . Rambling Secretary, Nellie Barret t ; Treasurer, Gladys 
Whi te ; Committee; Vera Clarke, Lily Edwards, Gladys Reed, 
Dora Richards, Phvl Stevenson, Barbara White . Delegates 
to the Ramblers' Association, Gladys White and Gladys Reed. 
The Ramblers ' Association have appointed Gladys White to 
serve on their Executive Committee, and we congratulate her 
on this appointment. 

In the evening we held the last of our winter Socials, which 
was very well attended and everybody present had a most 
enjoyable evening. 

The Committee have held their first meeting this year and 
have compiled a very interesting programme, and now it 's up 
to you all to give it your full support. Copies of the programme 
will be distributed to all members who have paid their subscrip
tions for 1945-6, which are now due. Those members who 
joined the Club after the end of January 1945 have no need to 
renew their subscriptions unti l 1946. 

We were extremely happy to welcome Cyril Jones back to 
the Poly on April 27th after being liberated by the Americans 
in Germany. Many were the tales he told to us of his experi
ences both in I taly and Germany, and it was thrilling and 
amazing to hear of some of the ruses our fellows tried to adopt 
when captured, in their at tempts to escape. 

Churchie and her small son have also visited the Club 
recently. Christopher is a very happy and cheerful little chap 
and thoroughly enjoyed his first Ramblers ' Social! 

Forthcoming Events . 
May 12-13. Week-end at Kemsing Youth Hostel. 
May 20. Sunday. Around Chesham. Meet Baker Street, 

10.15 a .m. Leader, Harold. 
May 26. Saturday. Tennis at Chiswick. 
June 3 . Sunday. Dorking. Meet Waterloo, 9.45 a .m. 

Leader, Dora. 
June 9. Saturday. Wimbledon Common. Leader, Nellie. 

DOREEN E . SMALL, 
NELLIE BARRETT, 

Joint Hon. Secretaries. 

O.M.A. (Ladies). 
Final arrangements for the Annual General Meeting have 

been arranged. It is to be held on Saturday, June 2nd, and 
not May 19th as provisionally announced last month. The 
business meeting will commence at 3.15 p .m . sharp and will 
be held in the Portland Hal) . After the meeting tea will be 
served in the restaurant followed by an entertainment in the 
Portland Hal l . The charge for tea will be 2/6 per head. I t is 
hoped that by altering the date more of our members will be 
able to a t tend. 

DOREEN E . SMALL, 
lion. Secretary. 

O.M.A. 

In .spite of very bad weather, 16 members attended the visit 
to Kew Gardens which took place on Saturday, May 5th. Most 
of the time was spent in the Conservatories. Tea was served 
at P i t t ' s Restaurant . Dave Poole, who attended, gave a warm 
welcome to the members. After a splendid tea, there was no 
encouragement from the weather for a further visit , so the 
party made their way home. Altogether a very interesting 
afternoon was spent. Wil l members please note that the 
meeting of the Ladies ' A.G.M. has been postponed unti l 
J line 2nd. Members are cordially invited to the Tea and 
Concert which will follow the meeting. Members to meet in 
the Social Room during the A.G.M. The next event of the 
O.M.A. will take place on Saturday, September 1st. Tea at 
Nut ta l l ' s . Please reserve this date . 

A. I t . F E R R I S , Hon. Sec. 

LADIES' SWIMMING. 
A Committee meeting was held on Monday, 7th May, to 

decide on a peacetime programme. I t was felt and hoped that 
it might be possible to get sufficient members together and a 
General meeting has been called for Wednesday, 30th May, 
at 7 p .m. Members have been circularised but as some addresses 
may be out of date, we trust tha t all will do their best to come 
to the meeting, to which this announcement is a cordial invita
tion . 

We arc particularly anxious to have nominations for the 
offices of Honorary Secretary and Treasurer, Honorary Assistant 
Secretary and Treasurer, Captain, Handicapper and Vice-
Captain. Nominations must be submitted before the meeting 
so please send in names of those you think suitable for the 
task of starting the Club on itsTpeacetime way. The following 
officers are not standing again for they feel it is only right they 
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should give way to new people -Miss K. Smith (Honorary 
Assistant Secretary and Treasurer), Miss Saltmarsh (Captain) 
and the undersigned Honorary Secretary and Treasurer. We 
shall always be grateful to Miss K. Smith and Miss Saltmarsh 
for the help and loyal service they have given. My own con
nection with the Club has been a very happy one and I trust 
the new Secretary will find the work as interesting as I have 
done during my ten years in office. 

Members will remember the Club had a vcrv substantial 
Bank Balance. This was specially accumulated to meet any 
special need or to fulfil any specific purpose that arose. The 
Committee felt tha t everyone would agree that no better gesture 
could be made and no more worthy cause served than to make 
a donation from the Ladies ' Swimming Club to the Sir Kynaston 
Studd Memorial Fund. Sir Kynaston was a much loved Vice-
President of the Club and always showed the keenest interest 
and sympathy in all we undertook. On behalf of the Club, 
therefore, the Committee lias donated £'50 to the Memorial 
T'und and this was done with every possible good wish and in 
the hope tha t other Clubs may also feel able to assist the Memorial 
Fund generously. One further point ought to be made clear — 
there is still a large sum in the Bank so new officers need have 
no fear that they will take over a bankrupt Club. The amount 
sti l l in hand is much larger than is necessary for current expenses 
for a long time to come. 

Readers will have seen the notice of the opening of the Swim
ming Bath ; so please come along on Fridays and get the Club 
going with a swim !! 
lOthMav, 1945. A. HAMILTON. 

GIRLS' SOCIAL CYCLING CLUB. 
An extremely happy atmosphere prevailed during the first 

two runs made by the Club, on April 22nd, through the Surrey 
lanes, and on May 6th to Burnliam Beeches in Buckinghamshire. 

We arc looking forward to many more (averaging one a 
fortnight) throughout the summer season which we hope will 
prove equally enjoyable. 

At the present moment our membership is not large enough 
for official recognition, but this , wo trust , will soon be rectified. 
We are none of us experienced cyclists, so come on, girls, what 
about i t? Join us and help to make our first season a real 
success. We meet each Monday evening in the Social Room 
and will give you a warm welcome. 

NETBALL CLUB. 
The Netball Club has enjoyed a very successful season. 
The three teams each won their section in the Middlesex 

League, and two teams successfully won through to the final. 
At the All Fhigland County Tournament to be held a t 

Manchester on May 5th, a Poly team will represent Middlesex. 
Results to April 28th. 

l'olv (North 2) 21 v. Willesden 15 
Polv (North 2) 21 v. North 1 15 
Polv (North 2) 15 v. Harrow 11 
Polv (Central) 27 v. Cossack 9 
Polv (Central) 34 v. Acton 1 
Poly 11 v. B .D.V. 22 
Polv 36 v. Central Council 9 

i t . SAL'LFR. 

BOWLING CLUB. 
The commencement of another bowling season again finds us 

with war-time conditions and the impossibility of having the 
use of our green for play this year. 

There is much, to be done, but doubtless the new committee 
appointed to consider all facilities for the Clubs using the 
Chiswick Ground will make the necessary arrangements for our 
future play. 

Meanwhile I thought perhaps that some of the old, as well as 
prospective new members may care to join, as we did during 
the early days of the war, at 27 Deodar Road, Putney, and 
enjoy a chat over a cup of tea by the riverside. 

WTe can meet on the afternoon of the first Saturday in each 
month and I shall be very pleased to hear from anyone interested. 

A. M. B R E W E R , Hon. Sec. 

<E> <S> O 

Overseas Legion. 
The Subscription to the Overseas Legion is 2 s . 6d . per 

annum, and is D U E JANUARY 1st in each year . 
Affolter, R. , 28a, Zugerbergstr, Zug, Switzerland. 
Archard, T . A., c/o Messrs. Jensen & Nicholson, Gourepore 

Paint Works, Naihat i , B . & A. Rly . , India. 
Badelow, W. J . , c/o Messrs. Balmer Lawrie & Co., L t d . , 

103, Clive St . , Calcutta, India . 

Baker , W . A. , Shell Coy, Shell Buildings, Houston, Texas , 
U.S.A. 

Bannister, A. W. , 75, Jackson Avenue, Toronto, Canada. 
Bat ten, J . , Messrs. Turner, Morrison & Co., L td . , 16, Bank 

Street, Bombay, India. 
Bomken, P . J . , c/o B.O.A.C. , Lagos, Nigeria, W. Africa. 
Brunt , C. A. R. , New Zealand Bank Officers' Guild, 172, 

A.M.P. Chambers, Customhouse Quay, Wellington 
C.I . , New Zealand. 

Burton, j . , Secunderabad, Deccan, India. 
Caers, V. , 84, Kloosterstraat, 84, Antwerpen, Belgium. 
Carr, Capt. L. C , c/o Canadian Hardwoods, L td . , Casselman, 

Ontario, Canada. 
D'Arcy, V. , Borrowdale P .O . Salisbury, S. Rhodesia, 

S. Africa. 
Dawson, A. !£., 3564-84th Street, Jackson Heights, New York 

City, U.S.A. 
Duggan, Mrs. P . A., Box 196, Salisbury, S. Rhodesia, S. Africa. 
Ent icknap, G., Bank of British West Africa L td . , Cape Coast, 

Gold Coast, West Africa. 
Fisher, Rev . G. R. G. , 300, Lotus Aye, Chicago, (44), 

Illinois, U.S .A. 
George, W . J . , c/o Barclays Bank, D.C. & O. , Jerusalem, 

Palestine. 
Gibbins, F . B . , 10, Standard Bank Chambers, Johannesburg, 

S. Africa. 
Ginnever, Mrs. E . F . , Welcome Hal l , Davenport Neck, New 

Rochelle, New York, U.S.A. 
Haysom, Miss I . L . , 53, Murray Street, Prahran, S.I. Victoria, 

Australia. 
Henderson, R. , c/o United Africa Co., L td . , Calabar, 

S. Nigeria, West Africa. 
Holbrow, A. W. , 331, Beverley Street, Winnipeg, 

Manitoba, Canada. 
Jenkins, Miss L . A. , c/o 83, Pirie Street, Wellington, New 

Zealand. 
Johnson, M. E . , P . O . Box 193, Hil lburn, New York, U.S .A. 
Long, C. S., 106, Persimmon Street, Malvern, Johannesburg, 

S. Africa. 
Long, F . , c/o Standard Aerated W'atcr Co., 2, Wcllesley 1st 

Lane, Calcutta, India. 
Lorch, H . , 2, Brook Road, Tenafly, New Jersey, U.S .A. 
McDonnell, P . M. , P . O . Box 8509, Johannesburg, S. Africa. 
Manby, P . , Oxford Hotel, Winnipeg, Canada. 
Marchant, S. J . , l a , Mafatlal Park, Warden Road, Bombay, 

India. 
Morgan, E . 
Morgan, L. O., c/o Messrs. Assumpcao Irmao & Cia., L t d . , 

Rua Do Commercio 56, Santos, Brazil . 
Morgan, R. G., 
Moriarty, D. [., 503 East Gallatin Street, Livingston, 

Montana, U.S .A. 
Munn, F . A. , 4801, Connecticut Avenue, Apt . 919, Washington 

D.C. , U.S.A. 
Nicolson, T . , c/o Messrs. The Shell Co., Shell House, Margaret 

& Carrington Streets, Sidney, New South Wales, 
Australia. 

Powell, J . H . , Bahrein Petroleum Co., L td . , Bahrein Island, 
Persian Gulf. 

Raymond, J . , 8, The Glade, Wrahroonga, New South Wales, 
Australia. 

Read, Mrs. C O . , " The Moorings," Grove Avenue, Claremont, 
Cape Town, S. Africa. 

Salmon, F . K. , National Trading Co., P . O . Box 2762, 
Johannesburg, S. Africa. 

Saunders, J . , Bank of London and South America L t d . , 
Caixa Postal No. 186, Victoria, Espirito Santo, 
Brazil, South America. 

Schwarzcnberger, H . , Casilla 893, La Paz, Bolivia, South 
America. 

Smith, D . E . , Lobernmatt 20, Zug, Switzerland. 
Smith, H . , Alleffey, Malabar Coast, India . 
Soundy, W . , 18, Tower Road, New Town, Hobart , Tasmania. 
Studd, B . C , Box 69, Messrs. Thomas & Co., Calcutta, India . 
Studd, Miss V. , Zanana Mission Hospital , Tank, N . W . F . P . , 

Ind ia . 
Thompson, A. B . , 135, Parade, Wellington, New Zealand. 
Treble, A. L . , c/o Frederick Warne & Co., 79, Madison Avenue, 

New York City, U.S.A. 
Tunstal l , W. , " Clouds," Uplands, Kenya Colony, East Africa. 
Walker, R . P . , Chief Accountant, Kenya & Uganda Railways 

and Harbours, Nairobi, Kenya, East Africa. 
Wolff, Dr . R . , Oribi Military Hospital , P 'Mari tzburg, Na t a l . 
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and bit terlv cold. Many chaps dropped out on the march 
with frost-bite and were left all over the place. Also, many 
dropped out tired, hungry and exhausted. The Germans gave 
us very little to cat and we had to scrounge potatoes, swedes, 
or anything we could get hold of. We arrived at Gorlitz after 
fourteen davs' marching. Our stay lasted only four days, and 
we were off again on another march—destination unknown. 
We made our way due west for days, but could never get any 
information as to where our destination was likely to be. 
After manv weeks of marching, a very t ired, hungry and foot
sore party arrived at Stalag 1XB, Bad Orb. not far from 
Frankfurt-on-Main, on March 21st, having covered over 
600 miles. It was at this camp t had a bad attack of dysentry 
and lost quite a bit of weight. I was admitted to the small 
hospital in the camp. On March 29th we again heard quite a 
lot of artillery fire, but this time it was from the Western 
Front. The gunfire sounded closer and closer day by day, and 
on April 2nd a Sherman Tank of General Patton's 3rd U . S . Army 
burst open the gates and out jumped an officer and said: 
' W e l l , boys, vou're free.' You can imagine our feelings; 
it seemed a dream. On April 6th 1 was transferred this t ime 
by air back to England, leaving Germany at 13.50, arriving a t 
18.30 in England. After spending three weeks in hospital , 
in which 1 put on two stone in weight, I am now enjoying the 
beginning of my six weeks' leave, hoping to renew many old 
acquaintances. 1 would like to thank Miss Hamilton and the 
War Comforts Section for the parcels of cigarettes and books 
which we received from time to time whilst in c a p t t v i t v . " 

Students* Activities. 
THE CRAFT SCHOOLS A T WINSCOMBE, 

SOMERSET. 
We were delighted to receive a visit from Mr. Jones at the 

end of last term. Unfortunately, he could only spend a few 
hours with us , but we hope he will be able to come to Winscombe 
again before the summer has gone. 

His visit coincided with that of Mr. Cheston and Mr. Norris, 
the President and Past President of the I .B.C.A.M., who came 
from the Midlands and the North to judge the work of the 
Second Year Motor Body boys, and to award on that work the 
annual Mavthorn Scholarship, value /20 , and the Silver and 
Bronze Medals of the I .B.C.A.M. 

We very much appreciated the services of these two gentlemen, 
especially at a t ime when their own factories are so busily 
employed on essential war work. The judging was mainly on 
practical exhibits, and the prizewinners were:— 

H . W . Guinn - - Maythorne Scholarship. 
J . V. Pagett - - Silver Medal. 
L . G. Sims - - Bronze Medal. 

Before leaving us, botfi Mr. Cheston and Mr. Norris addressed 
the boys and gave us all much valuable and sound advice, and 
many suggestions as to the future work of the School. We are 
greatly indebted to them for the time and effort spent in making 
the visit . 

All the boys of the Third Year Motor Body Building School, 
who left a t Easter, are happily placed, four with De Havil lands, 
namely D . K. Smith, L . C. Smith, Nicholson and Brown, and 
we have already heard from that firm tha t their work is highly 
satisfactory. 

Since the boys returned from the holiday we have had 
marvellous weather, and Winscombe is looking its best, with 
all the apple orchards and flowering trees in full bloom. 

Cricket is in full swing, and several fixtures have been 
arranged against local teams. 

The School had another most interesting talk from Capt. 
Starkey on a voyage he made in the China Seas. As usual, he 
combined instruction with the breeziness and humour of the 
seafaring man, and held the boys interested and amused for the 
full hour allowed. 

The Cadet Corps had a very successful camp during Easter, 
and the boys are already looking forward to another one as soon 
as opportunity offers. All the Cadets are now in uniform, 
and turn out a t each parade with almost Regular Army speed 
and smartness. Mr. Mills is wisely not awarding N .C .O. 
stripes unti l the Cadets have really proved their worth. 

The A.T.C. Uni t is now attached to Weston Squadron, and 
are showing themselves very enthusiastic. Clark, of 2 A , has 
been promoted Corporal. 

J . R . SOUTHERST. 

D E P A R T M E N T OF MATHEMATICS AND P H Y S I C S . 
On May 2nd, Mr. F . A. Cuckow of the National Physical 

Laboratory gave a lecture on ' the electron misroseope ' to an 
audience consisting of students from the Maths, and Phvsics, 
Chemistry and Biology and Engineering departments, as well 
as several members of the staff of the Polvtechnic. l)r. Topping 
was in the Chair. 

The lecturer began by a survey of the limitations of the 
normal light microscope. He pointed out that with the best 
light microscope available using oil immersion lenses and 
blue light, the highest magnification possible is approximated 
1,300 t imes, and this is only obtained at the expense of clear 
definition. With the present electron microscope, however, 
the best magnification generally obtained is 50,000 times. 
Theoretically, this can be raised "to 50,000,000 times. 

Mr. Cuckoiv then reviewed the various tvpes of electron 
microscope now in use. The simplest tvpe is the one in which 
tile object being viewed is the source of electrons; this is 
obviously very limited. In another type the shadow of the 
object is formed in much the same way as a shadowgraph. In 
the scanning tvpe the electron beam scans the object like the 
beam scans the screen in a television set. The most usual 
design is the transmission microscope where the electron beam 
passes through the object. 

I t was this last type that the speaker described in detail , 
showing with the help of a series of slides the similaritv between 
this and the light microscope. The source of electrons is a 
tungsten filament and the " beam " is projected down the 
instrument by a potential of 60,000 volts. Instead of glass 
lenses the electron microscope has coils (magnetically screened) 
through which the beam passes. These produce magnetic fields 
by which the beam is focussed. The final image is projected 
on a fluorescent screen which may be viewed directlv or a 
photograph taken. The whole apparatus is highly evacuated, 
which limits considerably the objects which can be viewed. 
They must be non-living, dry and unaffected by the bombard
ment of electrons. They must also be extremely thin, owing 
to the ease with which the electrons are absorbed. 

The objects are usually mounted on membrane of nitro
cellulose a few molecules thick. To examine the surface of 
metals, a thin plastic cast of the surface is taken and this is 
viewed under the microscope. 

Other slides showed actual microphotographs taken using 
an electron microscope. These demonstrated the use of the 
instrument in the fields of medicine (bacteria and virus 
diseases), engineering (metal surfaces and particles), and 
chemistry (structure of minute crystals). 

A vote of thanks proposed by ! ) . Tappin summed up the 
lecture; this new apparatus devised by the physicist, designed 
and made by the engineers and used by the chemists and 
biologists has developed a link between the various branches 
of science and has furthered scientific knowledge to a very 
considerable extent . 

Examination Results. 
T H E CHARTERED SURVEYORS' I N S T I T U T I O N . 

PRELIMINARY E X A M I N A T I O N , 1945. 
P a s s . - Martin, B . H . 

ROYAL COLLEGE OF A R T . 
May, 1945 

Awarded Exhibition.—Angela Argent. 
Selected for Admiss ion .—He la Poser. 

TRAVEL TICKETS 
OF ALL KINDS 

can be obtained at the 

POLYTECHNIC TRAVEL BUREAU 
They save you queueing at the Station 
They cost no more, and they help a 

POLYTECHNIC ACTIVITY 

Buy Poly and Help Yourself 
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